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WEDDING LIESSAGE

"And Pharisees came to him end tested him by
aekin=, ¥%Is it lawful to divorce ones wife for
any cause?' He answered, 'Have you not read
that iie who mede them from the beginning made
them male and female, and ssid, 'For this rea-
son a man shell leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall bte-
come one?' So they sre no longer two but onne.
Whet therefore Jod heas jolned together, let no
man pul ssunder.”
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It hes been e2id that femilierity breeds
contemnt, and so it often is with narriage.
The institution of warrisze i1s so oom:uon that
we tske it for ~rsated- lize the sun and the
air snd the rain. There are so wany examnles
of it thst we do not sce the wonder of 1it.
There is so much of earth in it that we do not
understend how auch of neeven it embreces, too.

Two mature adults suddenly decidin- to
turn their Z2acks on the lives they nave known,
and pledze thelr faith instesd to thinzs as yet
unseen. Do thoushtful and intellectueal indiv-
iduals suddenly e;anuon1n< the polite distances
of Prlends hip end throwi:ig themselves into the
intimacies of ithe new home which they establish,
Two wholly separate personalities suddenly re-
solving to be no longer two but one. This is
the cheer wonder of merriegze, snd it is into
such & comredeship of mystery and =lory that
every man snd woman walk as, entering the doors

) s

of tie church, they stand tefore ithe =2lter to
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be joined in holy matrimony.

The marriace ceremony be~ine, "Inasmuch
as marrisre is a holv estate ordained by Jod".
This is & tremendous fact which cannot be es-
caped in eny thouzht of Christisn msrriszze.

It is not merely an ecstete, it 1= 2 holy estete.
It ies not simply metrimony; it ie holy matrimony.
It is not an estate instituted by man; it ie an
estete institutsd of God. It is not regulested
by men's commandmente; it is rezulated by God's
comnandments, "What therefore iod has joined,
let not m:n put zsunder.

In merriaze we must not only remeuber the
florist, the photographer, the decorstor, - and
Emily Post - we must also remember %God. For in
Christian maerriece it is tod 'ho matters most
of 211l. For the wedding is performed in [iis
presence; and the estate is made posciblg by llis
institution. And the relationship is reguleted
by Fis comuzandments. llo wonder, therefore,
thet it is "to e held in houor =mongz all men”,
ivo wonder theat "it ie not by any to be entered
into unadvisedly or lizshtly, but reverently,
discreetly, soberly, snd in the fear of God.

It is @ vlorious thing to stand before
the alter of a church and there in the presence
of sod, be joined in holy metrimony, but every
pvrivilege involves its own corresponding ob-
ligetions. 4nd so it was that our Lord through
his apoestles instructed those who entered this
relztion to cherish 2 mutuel esteem and love,
to be patient with infirmities and weeknesses,
snd to remember the need for comfort in siciness,
trouble, snd sorrow, snd the need to provide
for each others welfare in the temporsl a=nd
spiritusl concerns of their household.

This is a holy estate in whicn these two
people have come to be joined, and I would en-
treset you both to enter seriously end sincerely
into this union ordained by Jod.
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Today you epproach the altar =nd before
“od promise to live with, love snd honor one
another in good and evil days until death do
you part. Do not forget tnat the days may be
evil and trying - for into each life sone rain
must fell,  “Zut alongside this, do not forget
Sitiers,thel you have = Savior, ing ie not only
B to save your marriage’ from uAreat discon-
tent, and unhappiness. lHustend snd wife, who
can in unity of Spirit center their home around
Christ, who cen towether turn to Him in prayer
for mercy, help and {orgziveness, can indezd
coacider themeselves Ffortunete and blessed.
Prayer is a power which is able to unite you
in a much closger bond of love than eny phyeiceal
union can.
utuel faith in 3od, mutusl devotion to
the Spirit of Jesue Chrict, and mutuel dedicatio
to the idesl of o Christian home are the ulnqiq
ingredients thet can make any merriaze etrong
enouh to live throush the crises thet arise.
tad so todey when the cersweny ends and
6 t¥e Chancel and disenpear down the
eisle toward the door of the church, I easranestly
hovne that you asy have in your heerts through
the pas-ing of yesrs, a scnse of pstieat under-
tending, a sense of deep and sviding love, s
sense of snirituel comrunion, and s sense of
heving consumrated e union ordained by God Him-
self.
Thie sacred occesion will shortly be ended.
When the nfternoon snd evenins m=et, it will be
only sn unaltersble memory. “o let no unkind
word, no cesreless, doubting thouzht, no zuilty
secret; no ne:-lected duty; no wisp of jeslous
foz becloud ite psssinz., TFor you belong to esch
other - to have and to hold- and you must be de-
termined not to lose the lkeen sense of appre-
cietion which Jod hss ziven you. "T

To have" 1is

pescive, snd is mede complete on this, your wed-

di day, to hold is sctive and can never be

quite finished as lonz as you both shall live
‘nd so as you 7o througi 1life tozether,
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serving snd being served, loviag and beins
loved, blessing and being blessed, you sh=zll
nake a haony peaceful hone, where hearts shall
never fail, and you shell leszra to face lile
joyfully, feesrlescly, triumphantly, so long as
Zod shell -ive you zrace.

The Lord bless youl

-ev. Sandnesg-



